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b listing c m- w J i en la. c < i mi \»s ^j'. i ^ oiVa n mt ~ epf k. o 

£J *j s_ • ' 

1. t ! } 1> l< 1 

p m tdor and a i. t ^ <>f > - ux , >. de^ ice t i i e i p < p n> e 1 ol Ji ^ 

to which to ! > ; it e i l the device comprising: 

at least one interface member in communication with a com mimic a don network; 

a processor in communication with the at least one interface member; and 

a storage medium in communication with the processor, the storage medium 
comprising instructions executable by the processor to: 

maintain a directory of alert gateways, the directory comprising a plurality of 
k c I ect c being assot an i\ en gatcwa and 

, i P m uv ' ^ •> - 1 tttji 1 v kni\ Jv^akum 

c ] tenst ic n ' tl e m jee to determsm: whed £ 

given alert should be transmitted to the alert gateway; 

maintain a distribution addtes* assu>.iatcd 'a ith each of the alert gaum ays, the 
distribution address dot a particular alen paters a> pio\ tdme sufficient dal'\n mhrmasion 
a ! d 1 c 1 1 c f <. t c c\\ 

s s c e the at least one gatev characl c for a particular a gateway with 
V 1 > - n> , am v n T - < 

receive an a \ t e i 1 c st i i ie 1 emb te alert having associates 
information about the alert. 

identify, based on the information about the alert, a set of selection criteria for 
1 s ^ il .t ewa 1 o v cs ive • it i iert 

search the directory for at least one directory entry comprising a gateway 
_ , jo > ci tn p \ i ' " Ui„ oa '<* v< v - 1 w ena a < 
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identify based on the se h, a set of at least ont < > 

rece vt the a ch member of the se < soci tec ith a 

directory entry comprising a gateway characteristic that corresponds to the identified selection 
criteria; 

w c e< t t w ri ^me-< - ..auv. at a ^> ^ iK ec m<< t , ad a, m 
n< tit m Hi<m w d v r if h g_ ^ x L lcii_h 

iho ^ mme *\-> e,nKo . - s ■ v ,n l i < vio 

types < n s ' . : v t a ! . 

2. (Original) The device of claim I , wherein the at least one gateway 
c i iracte istic asscx iated with each of the alert gateways comprises i.nf< n nit >n about the 
geographic U eatam ■ n 'ft alert gateway. 

3. (Original) The device of claim 2. wherein the information about the alert 
v <mpr- ^ * . t «. i in . f ^ uri n > c e j n!K h po 1 d i i 

s n< , t v j , c ^ouid oe ivlat!\cl\ nnhkc!} to be mereMi-d ns seeming 

the alert. 

4. {Original ) The d rice o claim; wherein the directory entry for each 
ri v e i ^ < > i w> n r v. , i t 

whet em ni'ihi a db-O-'bnp.oo addict associated w ith each 1 kri gatewaw «.c ip t 
maintaining the information about the distribution address. 

5. (Original) The dev ice of claim 1 , wherein the storage medium comprises 
a first ua h<se tne vuhl\^ ' ^ pi- a - o v. o\t/it^>'\\v\«. 

6. { Original) The device of claim 5, wherein storage medium comprises a 
second database, the second database comprising the distribution addresses associated with each 
of the alert gateways. 
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7. (Original) The device of claim 1 , wherein the at least one gateway 
characteristic associated with an alert gateway comprises information selected from the group 
consisting of the area code in which the alert gateway is located, the ZIP code in which the alert 
gateway i tied, the latitude an< c dmai e alert gateway, the GI ba 
-Viawtruig^s'u n oxumt ate> i tv r: ^atew.s jc ^ r a,, sr or )<.Uor about a :u b-*rV 
associated with the alert gateway, and information about subscriber preferences held by a 
sUi^Uf - m.v tc, V- id i iw^ <C> 

8. (Origmal) The device of claim 1 , wherein the alert comprises urgent 
public information. 

9. (Original) The device of claim 8, wherein the urgent public information is 
selected from a group consisting of an Emergency Alert System transmission, an Amber Alert, a 
severe weather notifica tion, and a Homeland Security Advisory notification. 

* -.scii dm i wh einth mformatio bout the ilert 

a e xo oe aU-* w mi,, a<; 

1 1 . (Original) The dev ice of claim 1 , wherein the alert information about the 
alee m tabu ><< mc . h : 

12 (Oi s i 1 bede\ < of claim 1 whereu the storage medium compri es 

furthe instruct execntabl ! , t torn 1 > e alert t Hoi ion about 
the alert. 

13, (Original) The device of claim 1 , wherein the communication network is 

i s is t o o icrcnvmV i ^m t 

t - s\ x v t i a >. ^ uiHj! i n^ ^ o )Au>\ 
wireless network, and a microwave network. 
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14. (Original) The device ofciaim I, wherein the communication network is 
apku ibt} of v "ins no, „<)3 a\vo<V and v fee p< cede- u t ^ 

the k > ! 'o k i k the uarttcnia: d s i address. 

5 ({ ren - snded) In > n . s x 1 ec te coram u cation 

provider astd a plurality of subscribers > dek s ite set of ores 

to which to distribute m alert, the method comprising. 

maintaining a directory of alert gateways, the directory comprising a plurality of 
dmcmm-Utw- auh dtiev\ - wou\ vi ^ Ov nad^u! I'oitiu hrt^d ^ as and 
ccmipri ig at It t >ne ewa charade c < soc ed with I a! rt g i.ev> j t e gaiewa.) 
v 5 v i o v . . . ^ u i i hi lAVS «. 

ven ale d be t e lert. gatewas 

maintaining a distribution address associated with each of the alert gateways, the 
d i « dress fo ipariicuku dert gateway providing i icien entif it information 
t 1 . th n iy \> a U n an alert to be r tost i Ltd to t u as-i gan a as 

associating the at least one gateway characteristic for a particular alert gateway 
v\ h m e ec^tiii k ^ it 1 u ' w a -> s 

receiving an alert, the alert having associated information about the alert; 

dv. V'Swi based ot the ni-sr nn hi the alert, a set of sdecfum criteria f >< 
t ennii 1 s del he plural of ale yd > s ho k eceive 1 z lert, 

searching the directory for at least one directory entry comprising a gateway 

v 1 t 1 iOji ^ <. ! i i ' , f • i 

identifying, based on the search, a set of at least one distribution address that 
should receive the alert, each member of the set of distribution addresses being associated with a 

ectory « ) >ris a gatev i c ' ^ o ideniihed selection 

criteria; 

wherein the alert gateway is located at a subscriber location and is in 
Loran urw.: n u 1 ! v \ n c^t ^ -> u t ef\yy_p 
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16. (Original) The method of claim 15, wherein the at least one gateway 
characteristic associated with each of the alert gateways comprises information about the 

f i/f kx < e e dlv^.s 

17. (Original) The method of claim 16. wherein the information about the 

L U ( t ) ! i . 1 v s v v. h ^ t.t I 

that subscribers outside the geographic area would be relatively unlikely to be interested in 
receiving the alert. 

1 8 . (Original) The method of claim 1 5, wherein the directory entry for each 
an % s » { f cs n o i u ~ jo c ' e - > tl t L t a * o if ^ 
wherein maintaining a distribution address associated with each of the alert gateways comprises 
maintaining the information about the distribution address. 

1:9. (Original) The method of claim 15, wherein the directory of alert 
gateways comprises a first database. 

20. (Original) The method of claim 19, wherein the distribution address 
associated with each of the alert gateways are maintained in a second database. 

2 1 . (Ori ginal) The method of claim 1 5, wherein the at least one gateway 
characteristic associated with an alert gaiewa> comprises inform uion selected from the group 
consisting of the area code in which the alert gateway is located, the ZIP code in which the alert 

e\ s locate ie and io de coordinat te ale gate* aj the i i ob tl 

s e x mograj miation about a subscribe! 

tssoc 1 t s tic tb( ?sc! v i etc cj c teid by £ 

o c T - - ><v . vd . " T T ' - 
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22. (Original) The method of claim 15, wherein the alert comprises urgent 
public information. 

(Previous esc; i ru ! of claim 22 - ei - « p iblic 
h> seleeu ^ bmeegeoc% Akti mt s ic 

Amber Alert a severe weather notification, and a Homeland Security Advisory notification. 

24. iOng;nal} The method of claim I 5. wherein die information about die 
alert is incorporated within the alert 

25 .i Ik ho< lias 15. vTeua ik-rt miormaOeu about 

the alert is additional to the alert. 

26. (Original) The method of claim 15, further comprising extracting from the 
ie isrforn o x ut the alert 

27. (Curre > A c ded 1 v. hip b< < teiecomrnui cation 
pro\ ides and a plurality o subsci Dens, a system for distri >uting an alert to ; n appropriate set of 

ubscribers he s> ste c > p sing 

a i iu ' , < i e< , , - a 1 ii [ e t ^ el < '.a mi T et 

hi = C v is 5 V S v ! v ' W ' J< L S [S t ^ 

a common icatio network in onmn ication wiil he jlurality of aiert gateways 

and 

an alert distribution device in communication with the communication network, 
the alert distribution device comprising: 

at least one interlace member in communication with the network; 

a processor m communication with the at least one interface member; and 

a storage medium in communication with the processor, the storage medium 
comprising instructions executable by the processor to: 
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s > i irectory of al ie directory coroprisi i pku 

directory eoides v v v i L< .d s U <\n t 1 s a\ and 

comprising at least one gateway characteristic associated with that alert gateway, the gateway 
characteristic including information to enable the alert distribution device to determine whether a 
given alert should be transmitted to the alert gateway: 

u ui ,n i 1- Oil v d \ i! I ( ^ tl i. 

distribution address for a particular alert gateway providing sufficient identifying information 
about that alert gateway to allow an alert to be r ts u <. to t alert gateway; 

smm n v. <. A 'east > a *c as J ^ o, t a ^ i a n 0 i. 1 \ mi 

the disl iou ^ 1 r alert, gateway 

receive an alert via the at least one interface member, the alert having associated 
licit: 

t i on the infon i bout the alert etofselec ones en 

determii ng which o £ > sural o aiert gateways should receive the alert, 

search the directory for at least one directory entry comprising a gateway 
characteristic corresponding to the identified selection criteria; 

identify, b, < <^ i < . - o ^ «. s . - 

eif uM!.<uit cai o\mm 'hits fohsunat or e,,o e mp ^wt cwuonbu 
director) entry comprising a gateway characteristic that corresponds to the identified selection 
critena. and 

using the at ieast one interface member, transmit the alert via the network to a set 
s ^ i t of ales ite\ ? ciated wit nernher o 

+ set of dh button a k sses 

wherein ti -0 t s v k x , ^ o k tnu id > 

bsumv ^ cd s i < *■ > ri-agd 

i\ s _j_g" s ^ { fog^ s .-»!<. u 5 J 1 is 

y_ , eg s. t 
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n he system of claim 27, when t at e - 
characteristic associated with each of the alert gateways comprises information about the 
geographic location of the alert gateway. 

29. (Original) The system of claim 28. wherein the information about the 
alert comprises geographic information about a geographic area to w hich the alert pertains, sue i 
thai , in^ ilx s 1 met > the g-<w' i ^ e area vvoaid be icLtnels ooBo h to be mxemsme m 
receiving the alert. 

30. (O e J) The system of claim 2 K wherein the director} entr> fo; ear:; 
i tewaycos prises inform ion a i a distributi . ck es for that alert rtewu\ md 

wherein maintaining a distribution address associated w ith each of the alert gateways comprises 
maintaining the information about the distribution address 

3 1 . (Original) The system of claim 27, wherein the storage medium 
comprises a first database. Ik first database comprising the directory of ales i gaiewaxs 

32. (Original) The system of claim 3 1 , wherein the storage medium 
ui i h < t t i t aoid ii t m n + u' Md ton dust 

associated with each of the alert gateways. 

33. (Original) The system of claim 27, wherein the at least one gateway 
characteristic associated hi i an alert gateway comprises information selected from the group 
consisting of the area code in which the alert gateway is located, the ZIP code in which the alert 
muewas oc v. , , , . t 1 um ! ' . v > j_ - % w l r. ^ >\ 1 
Positif 1 System coordinates of the alert gateway tic info >n about a subscribe! 
associated with the alert gateway, and information about subscriber preferences held by a 
sui , 'i« t a ciame 1 i c ai ga \ > 

34. (Original) The system of claim 27. wherein at least one of the plurality of 
alert gateway is iucorpo alee wu.lun a uetwotk a .a: face drtiee 
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5 ' 5 ! The system of cl here ne of th ph alit 1 

alert gateways is in communication * hh u demanmmnn device 

36. (Original) The system of claim 27, wherein lire alert comprises urgent 
public information. 

(0!y\J iie^i'Cl O CU'l'f vM li \K U v i >h> K t. v 1 t i Ol 

>l .kd m> f i m ! " > n W ^mi i a 1 t Am ^ \ tt 

a me \l W n t < ii in Van i \ vs < ft v nun 

38. (Original) The system of claim 27, wherein the information about the 
atw? o i uro e hi I e c 

39. (Original) The system of claim 27, wherein the alert information about 
the alert is additional to the alert. 

40. (Original) The system of claim 27, wherein the storage medium 
temp e,-m m m ' < o.no cm n s i lc^o . c\tnnt lumtncuoPVc 
information about the he: 

(Original) Th? ystera c claim 2 whereii K ommunication m vork i 

\c t, vi * on m < i i t f v < t n ! - t> t p'i -a m nk tm 

h ssoiiist oi nm ^d m a ,K e-^' m> v si | ^ u oatu f a\ > \- t 
wireless network, and a microwave network. 

42 (Original) The system of claim 27, wherein the communication network is 
W \ m en lo vi em d > i 

alert distribution device is configured to select the most appropriate communication network via 
! eh tin £ nfomtation to the p cuk hstribin ddrc 
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43. (Currently Amended) Irs a relationship between a telecommunication 
> ! I apfuraiit c ibers a jysten istributo i 

ibscnbers. t ten >n i 

a plurality of alert gateways configured to receive an alert, each of the plurality of 
dl,i > % ^ t n A a u i ) s ^ v . - kip 

asset sated wiih at least one subscriber 

* v % i >u ; n ,Ak mi I hpli iin hei' 

gateways; and 

an alert distribution device comprising; 

at least one interface member in communication with the network; 
a processor in communication with the at least one interface member; and 
a storage medium in communication with the processor, die storage medium 
Comprising instructions executable by the processor to: 

database records, each database record being associated with an alert gateway and comprising 
o ni ma 1 < gf i 1 c - deal gateway 

maintain a distribution address associated with each of the alert gateways, the 
d'N nttm d - i - tWv p \w ■ ! d. t P'inoi"inn mi" n> 

alert gateway to allow an alert to be transmitted to the alert gateway; 

ass( eiate th th t one gal y cbarac istic i partici ert gateway will 
the distribution address ibr that particular alert gateway; 

receive an alert via the at least one interlace member, the alert comprising 
information about a geographic area to which the alert pertains, such that subscribers outside the 
gee ip lie m aid bt red ve i bK x i e este I t ece ig }i e 

v ha <" c it 4 e t t t k lUo nl i.n t <. k t 

pertains, a set of geographic criteria for determining which of the plurality of alert gateways 
\:mu i n cet> c dv alert. 
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set c ' dt ib se fox u eas one directory ent / <; uprising ) cation 
! i ^ < ,! - < - 

identify, based on the search, a set of at least one distribution address that should 
reeen \ * dresses associate rectory en tr\ 

s „ ! n inform teeting ti i 3 1 < t; aid 

using the at least one interface member, transmit the alert via tin network to a set 
f ! i i let si i n dx i 

th O v. K ■ ! s * 

wherein the alert gatewa> s located at a subscriber Iocs: oi and is m 

i 1 l i t i -> - i he? cm the fen < 

jo! mi >- sv. ^ vsnere k , ate _ v if_.n t jj . ok 

tyiS s < , >t< mment . 

44. (Original) The system of claim 43, wherein at least one of the plurality of 
ways is .ti viil i 1 t o ite ce device 

45. (Original) The s\s;on m Ja;m 43. uherem at least one <n the pieraht} oi' 
alert go m ^ \ i cot to\v/\' \s sfu a netw m\ ummace de\ tee. 

46. (Original) The system of claim 43, wherein the alert composes urgent 
nuhin so m ^ . m 

47. (Original) The system of claim 46, wherein the urgent public information 
s selected from i group cc sisting o iE ergenc Uert Systc \ sn sion an Vrabet Men, 
a severe weather notification, and a Homeland Security Advisory notification. 

48. (Original) The system of claim 43, wherein the location information is 
selected from the group consisting of the area code in which the alert gateway is located, the ZIP 
code in which the alert gateway is located, the latitude and longitude coordinates of the alert 

ito i l t_ t - n i a a n s „ m <. r m <, kit l, c ^ 
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w.it » \; , i L1 in 1- \u am n^uon 

( s o i f senders a i i s t a 1 ' l< - 

» < •> > iinh ^ 

maintaining a database of alert gateways, the database comprising a plurality of 

( f bis k < s e ef <' > v e <. v! s ev i * as t t „Oii <> i ! 

location V e r about the geographic location oidhat d gateway; 

it j'i ! i -g ) o s H f<n idi s ^ i si s n , i the tK tt u t i 
1' { ii Jiio t s s a, .. - ^ \/"'e c i.OLi.'v. ' i Hot fm i V I 

a oil gats way to allow < en >e trans itted to t u gateway 

associating the at least one gateway characteristic for a particulaj alert gateway 
with the distribution address for that particular alert gateway; 

receiving an alert via the at least one interface .member, the alert comprising 
information about a geographic area to which the alert pertains, such that subscribers outside the 
i _ ip h l. c i t V 1 e wL m. s u . ^ b ' n!etc-n.d t tctenmg the ale;", 

Uv . a cd <n 1 c ' uts v i -o >d jc>to winch the Ja, 

pertains, a set ol geographic crita a tot deten lining which of the plurality of alert gateways 
si on Id rccei'Vi t te alei 

searching the database for at least one directory entry comprising location 
nk >nt p i i m »i < x it ., o a 1 u ene 

identifying, based on the search, a set of at least one distribution address that 
should receive the alert, each member of the set of distribution addresses being associated with a 
ve m -> tan - . > an s t „ i v U > ,> v ^ 1 ■> - -i 'I a\ ti ii s 

ansmitting th ert to set o le rte\ v < ' ember of th< set >J xlert 
gateways being associated with a member of the set of distribution addresses; 

s\u m 'rr.gn^ . ^ wuJ iH' ^ Oval.. kLm! 
Oo k e si n v g _ _i f ^ ^ 1 id 

<<, jj^- , > < s«_ov " lc w _ e ^nJdi '« 

ii o yhM t be eq uipm e u 
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50. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 49. wherein at least one of 
the olu;ah f \ m .L gmew \sts <mp n - . -at mh mic ic Je\ .ce loeakJ it a 
subscriber location. 

51. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 49, wherein at least one of 
the plurality of alert gateways is in communication with a network interface device located at a 
subscriber location. 

52. (Original) Hue method of claim 49, wherein the location information is 
selected ron the group cons tin oi 1 e cod ii v rich k dei atewa is located he ZIP 
code m which the alert gateway is located, die latitude and longitude coordinates of the alert 

dert i&tzxK , 

53. (Original) The method of claim 49, wherein the alert comprises urgent 
public information. 

54. (Original) The method of claim 53, wherein the urgent public mfosmamm 
as selertcc fmm a gmtm cou^sum; - ■: v d:ag'.o \L:t mcr j^m.i^v.t ar \nb.i Alem 
a severe weather notification, and a Homeland Security Advisory notification. 

55. I Previous!) Presented ) Hie de\ ice of claim 1 , wherein the alert gatev a> 
transmits the alert to the subscriber equipment. 
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